Collegelnfo
Tips on Contacting College Coaches

Very few college coaches will offer athletic scholarships to players they haven't seen play. Also, most
college coaches will not take players seriously until the completion of their sophomore year. Players who
will be juniors and seniers in high school should be sure to contact coaches at colleges that interest them
and arrange to have their play evaluated. Here are some are tips about contacting coaches:;

1.

10.

BE REALISTIC ABCUT YOUR LEVEL OF PLAY. Contact colleges that are a good academic and athletic match for
you. Make sure that you choose colleges that vary in level of play. Don't miss your chance to play in college
because all the programs you contacted were above your level of play.

Make your first contact |y writing in May at the end of your scphomore year. Personalize your letter requesting an
evaiuation. Let the coach know why you are consideding hisher schdol. include both athletic and academic
information. If possible, include a one-page resume. Keep in mind that some coaches do not care to evaluate
players untll the completion of the junior year.

Follow up your letter with a phone call. Talk with the coach or his staff. The more personalized interest g player
shows In & college, the more interest & aoach usually shows in a player. When looking at NCAA colleges, be aware
that although there are rules limiting the calls a college coach can make 1o a player, players are pot restricted in the
calls that they can make to a coach.

Don't walt untit you get a tournament schedule to contact a coliege coach. Send information early on all the events
you plan to attend FAX your playing schedules to the coach when you receive them. Include your team name and
jersey number each time you fax a schedule. A LA A H

NUM R AT P

Contact coaches In the geographic area that you are raveling fo but also conslder contacting coaches of colieges
that may net be in traveling distance of the tournament. Many college coaches have friends or representatives who
they can ask 1o evaluate players.

Once a college coach has been contacted by a prospective recrult, it Is customary for himer to send a player
protile sheet. CO P E Sl 1A Don't worry It you dont have all the
information the coach requests. For example, you may not have taken your SAT or ACT college entrance exams
and have no test scores to report. Fill out s much of the proflie as possible and tet him/Mer know that you will send
the additional information when it is avallable.

You can visit any college carnbus at your expense any fima and tatk with the coach or athletic department without
breaking any recruiting rutes. So, try to visit the colleges that imerest you. College coaches usually take players
more seriously if they make the etfort to visit the campus.

Stay in contact with the coach after he/she has evaluated you. Let him/her know if you are serious about his/her
program. Ask him/er if you are a potential fit. Keep him/her updated on your activities, Keep in mind that NCAA
coaches have limits on contacting players. Don' take offense if you den't hear from the coach on a regular basis,
You need to make sure that the coach knows that you have a serious interest|

Remember that many coaches are busy with their own team during the fall season and out of the office during the
summer. Try to make contact early and if you do nat hear from the coach, continue trying. Call to be sure the coach
has received your information. M you get no response, check with the athletic office to see if there has beena

coaching change.

After all your efforts, if you get no response, realize that the coach probably is not interested In recruiting you. If the
coach tells you that you are not a good match for his program, accept Iit and move on.

GOOD LUCK!
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